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Latin American Day – Final Report 

 

Introduction – Our Goals 

 

The Latin American Day 2009 aimed to connect students, companies and prominent personalities 

from politics, culture and media; to provide a platform where the participants can meet, exchange 

opinions and discuss current challenges facing the Latin American continent. The idea to realize such 

an event at the University of St. Gallen (HSG) was born with the aim to raise awareness of the 

tremendous potential inherent in this region of the world. Furthermore, we intended to also advertise 

the cultural richness that uniquely defines our continent.  

 

This year’s headline was Human Capital – Education and Empowerment, which we introduced to the 

participants by focusing on various sub-topics: 

 

 Overview of the current status of education in Latin America 

 Development potential for investments in human capital 

 The link between access to education and social stratification 

 Brain Drain in Latin America 

 The influence of the New Left on education and policy in Latin America 

 

Finally, we also aimed to establish the Latin American Day at our University as a top-notch event by 

pursuing an aggressive marketing strategy and creating an ambiance of spirited discussion among all 

participants. 

 

Our Mission 

 

n order to accomplish the above mentioned goals, we were required to juggle the needs, preferences 

and suggestions from our speakers, ambassadors, sponsors, fellow students, university staff and 

providers. We set out to create a first version of our conference concept in March 2009 after having 
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assembled a team of motivated students with Latin American backgrounds. Since this was the first 

event of this scope any of us had ever organized, we made many mistakes in the next nine months. 

Our first task was to find sponsors that would provide financial support to our idea, which turned out 

to be extremely difficult due to the fact that many corporations were still trying to cope with the 

consequences of the recent financial crisis. As a matter of fact, we were only able to count on the Banco 

Sofitasa from Venezuela to cover the costs of our posters. It was not until early autumn that we were 

able to secure some funding from the Fondation Pierre du Bois, followed a few months afterwards by 

the generous support of Avina Stiftung and Wegelin & Co. Privatbankiers. 

  

In the meanwhile, the actual event had to be organized despite the unsecure financial situation: We 

had to find expert speakers knowledgeable about our topic and we had to manage the logistics behind 

the stage. Sadly, we were forced to scale back on many of our original plans – which included a 

reduction of the number of speakers we were able to invite – due to repeated budget cuts. 

Nevertheless, we managed to build upon a base of a few, but very distinguished speakers and a high-

class catering service. 

 

 

Dr. Wolfgang Muno talking about the New Left in Latin America 
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Our Event 

 

As for the results of the above described process, we think it is best described by offering a brief 

summary of the Latin American Day on December 4th. 

 

Opening Statement – The Latin American Day 2009 was inaugurated by the Conference Moderator 

Robin Hollenstein, who then introduced Organization Committee President Theo Süllow, who in turn 

delivered a brief speech outlining our motivation to organize the event. He focused primarily on the 

strong bond every team member has with Latin America and the potential we all know lies (still 

hidden) in our continent. 

 

Das ungleiche Recht auf Bildung: Die aktuelle Bildungssituation in Lateinamerika – Dipl.-Vw. Alexa 

Schönstedt, M.A. from the University of Heidelberg offered the conference participants a first 

overview into the current status of education in Latin America. In her interesting speech, she showed 

various indices that measure both the quality and quantity of education available in different 

countries. We believe that Miss Schönstedt was able to adequately prepare the participants for deeper 

insights. 

 

Humankapitalbildung, Innovationsfähigkeit und internationale Wettbewerbsfähigkeit lateinamerikanischer 

Volkswirtschaften – Prof. Dr. Hartmut Sangmeister from the University of Heidelberg then delivered 

the keynote lecture of our event, in which he based his arguments on the previous information 

provided by his assistant, Miss Schönstedt. As an expert on development studies, he was able to 

identify the key sources of problems related to growth in Latin America, namely the lack of human 

capital and of innovation in many countries. 

 

Afterwards, we continued with a short break, allowing our participants to discuss and reflect on that 

information while enjoying a cup of coffee served by our catering service. 

 

The Social and Educational Performance of Latin American Regimes – Dr. Wolfgang Muno from the 

Universities of Mainz and Würzburg proceeded to introduce the next of our key topics, the political 
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dimension of human capital formation. By applying rigorous methods to analyze the political 

landscape, he tried to establish whether the so called New Left or “Pink Tide” has had any significant 

consequences on policy concerning education. 

 

Der Zussammenhang zwischen Bildungssystemen und gesellschaftlicher Stratifikation – Christian Egli, M.A. 

HSG then delivered a lecture about how systems of tertiary education in Mexico and Colombia not 

only failed to contribute to the fight against poverty and inequality, but actually reinforce current 

conditions. By drawing upon data from his award-winning thesis, Mr Egli was able to provide 

insights particularly interesting for the many students with a Latin American background who are 

very familiar with local elites and their customs. 

 

After another short coffee break, we continued with the last part of our conference. By this time, the 

delegations from the embassies of Ecuador and Venezuela had arrived and began exposing the 

information about their countries in the lobby. 

 

 

Speakers and conference participants listening toProf. Dr. Hartmut Sangmeister 

 

Programa Cultural Latinoamericano – Luis Britto García, a famous Venezuelan author of short stories, 

offered a completely different perspective of Latin America. As a matter of fact, the event was already 

running behind schedule and on top Mr Britto had prepared a speech on a slightly different topic due 
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to a communication fault, but he light-heartedly stated: “La improvisación es el alma de la América 

Latina”, which earned him a warm applause from our participants. Then he proceeded to read some 

of his short novels, which are usually not longer than a single line, but nevertheless manage to tell a 

witty story. 

 

Panel Discussion: The Influence of the New Left on Education in Latin America – Finally, we opened the 

panel discussion awaited by many of our participants. His Excellency, the Ambassador from the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, César Méndez González, His Excellency, the Ambassador from the 

Republic of Ecuador, Rafael Paredes Proanio, Prof. Dr. Christoph Frei from the University of St. Gallen 

(HSG) and Dr. Wolfgang Muno discussed the different viewpoints on this controversial topic. The 

debate was moderated by Prof. em. Dr. Jean-Max Baumer from the University of St. Gallen, who was 

not only able to avoid any heated rhetoric fights, but also managed to incorporate the questions posed 

by many interested students eager to participate in the discussion with the diplomats and the 

academic experts. 

 

Apero – The Latin American Day 2009 officially ended with an exquisite apero offered in the lobby to 

all participants. We were actually able to hire a high-class catering service offered by a Venezuelan 

family, which offered delicious traditional appetizers and beverages. Finally, the participants could 

discuss with the speakers as well as with the diplomats about the many topics about which we hoped 

our event was able to give an adequate overview. 
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Our Sponsors Our Team 

 

 

 

Muchas Gracias! 


