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Ghostly Invasions

Based on:

• Collaborative research with the Center of Indigenous Peoples of Chiquitos Turubó in San José Bolivia 
as well as with state forestry experts, park rangers, and firefighters carried out in three research trips 
since January 2020.

• Output: Book monograph, articles, and documentary film
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• 2023-2024 Center for International Social Science Research (CISSR) Faculty Fellowship, University of 
Chicago.

• 2022 *Mellon Emerging Faculty Leaders Award (Finalist). Institute for Citizens and Scholars (formerly 
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Far-right businessman and 
politician Luis Fernando 
Camacho—now governor of Santa 
Cruz—delivers a speech while 
brandishing a Bible and a statue of 
the Virgin Mary (The Guardian, 
1/27/2020).
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Interim President Áñez 
entering the presidential 
palace before being 
sworn in, November 12, 
2019. Her cabinet likened 
q’oa offerings to “satanic 
rites.”
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Flute-players circle 
near the burning 

q’oa offering for the 
Pachamama, and 

accompanying ritual 
table (misa), during 

the Entrada 
Autóctona for the 

Virgin de Urkupiña in 
Quillacollo, 2011.
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Far-right Facebook post critiques 
highland migrants in Roboré: “The only 
thing they seek is the extraction of 
wood and coal, creating communities 
that can singularly take all of the wood 
possible. They don’t know how to work 
the land. They don’t know how to 
produce...” (August 15, 2022)
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NASA Earth Observatory, 
“Fire,” showing global 
megafires between March 
2000 and September 
2022. Accessed 
November 10th, 2022.
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NASA Earth Observatory, satellite 
view of Bolivia showing entire states 
covered with smoke, and red points 
marking detected fires. (October 
10th, 2020.)
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Turubó leaders, Prodeco’s president, 
the anthropologist, and residents of 
the migrant village of Cristo Rey 
meet to discuss possible 
humanitarian collaborations. 
August 24th, 2022.
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Photograph of a thatch roof house in the Upper Amazon. Albert Frisch. 1867.
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Doña Elodia provides a tour 
of her huerta garden to 
Turubó staff and the 
anthropologist. Village of 
Dolores. (August 23rd, 2022).
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A firefighter (Ayoreo) working for the Chiquitos ranger station passes a 
charred Pezoe tree. August 20th, 2022.
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Exhibit pamphlet from manzana 1 photo 
exhibit, “Chiquitania en Llamas: Arte en 
la Plaza,” (Chiquitania in Flames: Art in 
the Plaza). Curated by Andrés 
Unterladstaetter (2019-2020).
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Scorched peccaries 
(photograph by Andrés 
Unterladstaetter, manzana 
1 exhibit).
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• Bolivian Search and Rescue 
(SAR) firefighters. From the 
manzana 1 photo exhibit, 
“Chiquitania en Llamas: Arte
in la Plaza” (2019-2020. 
Photograph by Jorge Uechi.

15



Border of the 
uncontrolled 
incendios
(photograph 
by Davis 
Flores from 
manzana 1 
exhibit).
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Facebook meme critiques “earth 
defenders”. (August 14th, 2022).
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Media coverage of 
a Road blockade: 
“Land titling and 
census convert 

Santa Cruz into a 
region with 

conflicts.” August 
15, 2022.
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Mourning Franklin Delgadillo. (Photograph appeared in “Autopsy of Franklin Delgadillo 
confirms his death by bullet to the stomach.” El Deber, March 21, 2022). 
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• The newly built Bolivia-
Brazil natural gas pipeline 
cuts across the protected 
Kaa-lya National Park. 
Companies are asked to off-
set risks by sponsoring 
education workshops with 
Indigenous residents 
instructing them about 
ecological protection and 
gender equity.
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Chiquitos interlocuters used 
the satellite function on 

Google Maps to show me 
newly deforested terrain in 

the Chiquitos forest. 
(August 20th, 2022)
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Mennonite farm 
expansion into 
unprotected 
Chiquitanos forest
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Far-Right Facebook post, 
showing a cloud formation 
in the shape of two men 
with rifles. The image 
includes the description: 
“God gives a signal, what we 
do with the MASistas???” 
(August 9th, 2020)
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“Huerto Alimentario
Medicinal.” Community 
vegetable and herb 
garden. Dolores, Bolivia, 
August 23rd, 2022
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National park 
signage reads: 

“Human 
settlements 
prohibited.”
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“No hay nadie” (There is no one). 
Structures built to supply shade in 
new settlements or ”invasions” by 
Quechua/Aymara migrants in the 
Chiquitos forest. August 24th, 2022.
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Visiting a new “settlement” in the Chiquitos Forest with the 
president of Prodeco (a national NGO). The area is without 

potable water or electricity. (August 2022).
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Evenings at the 
Chiquitos park 

ranger station are 
spent carving 

mascaras de los
abuelos (August 

22nd, 2022.)
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“Knowing in order to 
conserve.” 

Conservation posters 
and calendars hang 
alongside mascaras 

de los abuelos 
(ancestor masks). 
Turubó Center for 

Indigenous Peoples, 
August 23rd, 2022.
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“We are the eyes 
and the voice of the 
Chiquitano Forest.” 
Turubó Center of 

Indigenous Peoples, 
August 23rd, 2022.
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Mascaras de los abuelos 
adorn the inside of the 
ranger station, and are 
depicted in decorative 
artworks, like this one. 
Chiquitos ranger station, 
August 22nd, 2022.
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Virgen of Asunción 
carved into wood in 
the Valle de la Luna 
(via Google Images) 
inside Santa Cruz la 
Vieja Ecological Park
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Sign for a photography 
exposition about Indigenous 

lowlanders. “Nunca nos
Fuimos.” We Never Left. 
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Ghostly Invasions: Political Theologies of Fire

Three parts:
1. Fire as Symptom, elemental insurgency in end times

2. Ghostly Invasions, racialized blame of Quechua migrants
3. Ancestral Resemblances, mascaras de los abuelos as kinship care in lowland conservationism

Three interventions:
1. Rethink the normativity of fire without recourse to “primitive”
2. re-assess the integrity of the modern and of modern religion

3. Endurance of indigeneity through other-than-human kinships challenges ideas of Indigeneity’s 
fundamental alienability
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