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Yvette Sánchez, Prof. Dr., is Director of the Centre for Latin American Studies (CLS-
HSG) and Full Professor of Hispanic Cultures and Societies at the University of 
St.Gallen. She is engaged in several research projects in the Latin American area, 
mainly attempting to bridge the gap between cultural studies and social sciences, e.g. 
in the recently founded Swiss Graduate School of Latin American Studies (SSLAS) or 
the HSG research network Transcultural Workspaces, currently engaged in a cooperation 
with the ICRC in Geneva.  yvette.sanchez@unisg.ch 
 

 

Jacques Forster, Prof. em., Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies in Geneva. He holds a PhD in economics from the University of Neuchâtel and 
has published on North-South relations, international development cooperation and 
humanitarian action. 
From 1999 to 2007, he was vice-president of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). He also worked for the Swiss Government‘s Development Cooperation 
agency as head of its development program in Latin America. 
Prof. em. Forster is presently a member of the Foundation Board of the Graduate 
Institute, which he had chaired from 2010 to 2014. Furthermore, he is president of the 
newly founded Humanitarian Quality Assurance Initiative (www.hqai.org). 
 jacquesforster@net2000.ch 
 

 

Hans-Joachim Heintze, Prof. Dr., is a Law Professor and directs the Institute for 
International Law of Peace and Armed Conflict (IFHV) at the University of Bochum. 
He has published extensively on international humanitarian law and minority rights. 
Also, he presides the Network on Humanitarian Action (NOHA) and the International 
Association for the Study of the World Refugee Organization. He has co-authored the 
OSCE Lund Recommendations. 
As a visiting scholar, Prof. Heintze has been to York University/Toronto, Western Cape 
University/Capetown, Monash University/Melbourne, University of Bangalore, and 
Columbia University/New York. His teaching experience spans the world including 
Brazil, India to Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kirgizstan, Kazakhstan, Russia, and many 
European countries. hans-joachim.heintze@rub.de 
 

 

Alfredo Stein Heinemann, Dr., is a senior lecturer at the University of Manchester. 
His area of expertise includes urban development planning as well as post-emergency 
reconstruction. He has conducted research in Latin America, Africa, and Asia on 
climate change adaptation. He was project leader at the Housing Development & 
Management Department, Lund University, Sweden, where he obtained his PhD on 
the impact of housing microfinance on poverty reduction and social inclusion. 
Dr. Stein Heinemann has worked as program officer for the Swedish cooperation in 
Central America (Sida) and as senior consultant for the World Bank, the Inter-
American Development Bank, UNDP, UN-Habitat, GIZ, and KfW. He was a member 
of the International Task Force of the UN Millennium Development Project on 
improving the lives of slum dwellers. alfredo.stein@manchester.ac.uk 
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Pedro Albajar Viñas, Dr., is a medical officer to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) for Neglected Tropical Diseases. His research focuses on Chagas disease 
(American trypanosomiasis) and he is affiliated with the Autonomous University of 
Barcelona. Moreover, he serves in the board of advisors to the organization Kids for 
World Health. 
Pedro Albajar Viñas has studied medicine at the University of Barcelona, holds a MA 
in Infection and Health in the Tropics from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine, and a Doctorate in Tropical Medicine from the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation 
in Rio de Janeiro. He has completed post-graduate studies at the Autonomous 
University of Barcelona as well as the Royal College of Physicians of London. 
 albajarvinasp@who.int 
 

 

Marina Gold, Dr., is a Social Anthropologist. Trained in Australia, she is now a 
researcher at the Universities of Bergen and Zurich as well as for Mundo Sano, a 
Spanish-Argentinean NGO that focuses on providing humanitarian support in the 
field of neglected diseases. Currently, she works with the Hôpital Universitaire de 
Genève and the Chagas Patients Association Asswisschagas on a qualitative research 
project that considers the impact of migration on access to health care and migrants' 
understandings of health. 
Previously, she has conducted research on the lived experience of the political project 
of the Cuban Revolution. She has also worked on the discourse of human rights and 
the refugee crisis in Europe. marina.gold@uzh.ch 
 

 

Jean-Luc Bernasconi currently works as Deputy Head of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid 
Unit (SHA) in the Division of Europe, Asia, and Americas at the State Secretariat for 
Economic Affairs (SECO). 
Between 2012 and 2014, he was the leading economist for Middle East and North Africa 
at the World Bank in Tunis. Previously, he worked as division manager at the African 
Development Bank, responsible for governance and economic reform programs. 
From 2009 to 2012, he worked with the Economic Development Cooperation Division 
of SECO, where from 2004 to 2009 he led the Macroeconomic Support Division.  
Jean-Luc Bernasconi studied economics at the University of Neuchâtel. He has worked 
as a development economist in various regions of the world for several international 
organizations such as the UNDP and the World Bank. 
 jean-luc.bernasconi@eda.admin.ch 
 

 

Angharad Laing, acts as Executive Director of the International Association of 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP) since 2010. She has 
worked in the field of humanitarian policy since 2003. Angharad Laing is also a board 
member of the European Society of Association Executives (ESAE) and a member of 
the steering committee of a consulting firm for humanitarian organizations (ELRHA).  
Having previously worked in the private sector, she spent several years with the 
Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research (HPCR) at Harvard 
University. She holds a BA degree from Harvard College and a MA degree in public 
policy from the Harvard Kennedy School. alaing@phap.org 
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Enzo Nussio, Dr., is a senior researcher at the Center for Security Studies (CSS) at ETH 
Zurich. He specializes in post-conflict issues in Latin America, especially in Colombia: 
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants, reconciliation, 
transitional justice, state-building and post-war violence, also violence reduction in 
urban settings. He holds a doctorate in International Affairs and Governance from the 
University of St.Gallen and a Master of Arts in History from the University of Basel. 
Prior to his work at the CSS, he worked as a post-doc at the Universidades de los Andes 
and Nacional in Bogotá for several years and conducted further post-doctoral research 
at the Institute of Latin American Studies at Stockholm University and the University 
of St.Gallen. He is occasionally involved in consulting projects with the United Nations 
Development Program, the Colombian Attorney General’s Office and the Toledo 
Center for Peace. enzo.nussio@sipo.gess.ethz.ch 
 

 

Androulla Kaminara serves as Director for Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean 
and Pacific in the Directorate-General of the European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). Before, she worked as head of the task force 
Knowledge, Performance and Results in the Directorate for International Cooperation and 
Development (EuropeAid). 
Mrs. Kaminara joined the European Commission in 1991 as head of unit for the 
coordination of development programs in West- and Central Africa as well as the 
Caribbean. She studied as European Union Fellow and Visitor at the European Studies 
Centre at St. Antony’s College in Oxford. She holds a BSc (Hons.) in Geology and 
Physics (King's College, Univ. of London), a MSc in Management Science (Imperial 
College, Univ. of London) as well as a MA in International Politics (Université libre de 
Bruxelles). androulla.kaminara@ec.europa.eu 
 

 

Yves Daccord is Director-General of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) since 2010 and chairs the Steering Committee for Humanitarian Response 
(SCHR). He earned his university degree in political science and international relations 
from the University of Geneva. 
Mr. Daccord joined the ICRC in 1992 as a delegate in the field (Israel, Yemen, Kenia, 
Sudan, Georgia und Chechenia). In 1997, he became deputy head of the Division for 
the Promotion of International Humanitarian Law, in 1998 head of the Communication 
Division and, in 2002, director of Communication. Before entering the ICRC, he 
worked as journalist and producer at Télévision Suisse Romande (RTS). 
 smueller@icrc.org 
 

 
 
 
 
Musician 
 

 

Gustavo Nanez was born in Lima, where he studied Aeronautical Mechanics, Classical 
Guitar at the Johann Sebastian Bach Music Academy and Dramatic Art. 
Since 1991, he has been living in Zurich where he enhanced his skills through voice and 
percussion training, working as composer of music for movies and dance performances. 
He has produced theater plays for children and adolescents and started the foundation 
Kolypan. He recorded two solo-albums, Píntame la casa and No me apagues la Radio, the 
latter sponsored by Pro Helvetia. Lately, he has been working with Kolypan on the shows 
Miiis! Weltpolitik y ROCK‘N‘REVOLTE. gustavo_nanez@yahoo.es 
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